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Mills, Wright The Power Elite 
Oxford University Press. Apr. 19, 1956. 423p. $6.00. 
American democracy not dead but dying and Mr. 
brilliant but panicky doctor, has plenty 
but not much remedy. This, however, not 
substantial complaint. least frank enough 
tell the patient ill, and his trenchantly written, 
study one the most important 
this turbulent political year. 

Mills, profession sociologist Columbia Uni- 
has the knack for making scholarship exciting, 
witness his White Collar, study the new middle 


classes, published 1951. While avoids the peda- 
gogical desert, those approaching him for the first time 
should forewarned his style difficult, burdened 
with terms whose meaning the layman vague, and 
afflicted with the tendency wander off the point. 
But these defects shrivel away when faced Mr. 
Mills’ enormous sincerity, candor, and liberal intelli- 
gence. 


His point: guiding the destiny America relatively 
small and relatively unqualified group men—cor- 
poration executives, generals and admirals, politicians— 
who are out the reach democratic controls. This 


new development, since the beginnings World 
War II, replacing the traditional democratic ideal 
balance opposing forces. Combined with the trans- 
formation the American public into ill-educated 
and society and the growth the 
media communication subject manipulation, 
Mr. Mills thinks this something worry about. 


How did Mills summarizes neatly 
the mutual rise power the corporate rich and 
the military, and the coincidence interest among 
these two groups and the politicians; the interchange- 
ability leadership the three spheres, and the social 
and psychological similarities the top men (Horatio 
Alger long since dead); their lack democratic party 
training, and the far-reaching totality their decisions. 
the same time, Mr. Mills aware the decline 
the professional party politician (how much policy 
really able debate?); the Congressional stalemate 
opposing interest; the complete lack politically 
neutral yet skilled civil service; and the increased official 
secrecy, behind which decisions are first made and then 
“sold” Congress and the public. 


Mr. Mills’ argument also moral: “The American 
elite not composed representative men whose con- 
duct and character constitute models for American 
imitation and inspiration. There set men with 
whom members the mass public can rightfully and 
gladly identify. this fundamental sense, America 
indeed without leaders. The second-rate mind 
command the ponderously spoken platitude.” 


Yet, while insisting that the power elite may held 
accountable for decisive range events making 
our current history, Mr. Mills does not “suppose set 
American society.” believes conspiracy, but 
set circumstances which has put the mass 
Americans the mercy power clique which has 
moral right govern and responsible one. 


This also not political blast the “businessman’s 
administration” Dwight Eisenhower, for the thesis, 
while quite frankly critical the new Republicans, 
applies equally well the Truman and later F.D.R. 
administrations. 


would impossible summarize adequately the 
scope this work, which includes fascinating studies 
Local Society, the Metropolitan 400, the Celebrities, 
the Very Rich, the Chief Executives, and the War- 
lords, name few chapter headings. For the pains- 
taking, there are copious footnotes and excellent 
Index. Whether you agree with him not, Mr. Mills 
demands reading from every thinking American, 
especially age when the President delegates in- 
creasing authority quiet and often unseen clique 
advisory “experts.” 

James Arnold, 

Sacramento, California 


Heinrich, Willi 
Translated Richard and Clara Winston. 
Apr. 20, 1956. 456p. $4.50. 

The art writing war novel presents both cosmic 
and microcosmic problems. the microcosmic level, 


The Cross Iron 


Mills Heinrich 


Best SELLERS 


there the ever present problem somehow showing 
the texture one man’s soul. the cosmic level, 

there the even greater problem making the story 
individual significant against the vaster back- 
ground the totality the war itself. And dealing 
with vast war the Second World War, this 
indeed challenge the artist. Both The Naked and 
the Dead and From Here Eternity succeeded, 

seems me, the microcosmic level; but failed the 

cosmic level. Here, The Cross Iron, 
that does double superb job. 


The story the tale one German soldier the 
southern Russian front when that front was gradually 
being worn down the massive artillery concentra- 
tions and the overwhelming oceans humanity which 
the Russians threw into the battle. follows him 
from the initial holding action which his platoon 
engaged until the final desperate pocket resistance 
finds itself desolate isolation with the sea its back. 


And not the tale simple soldier. Above 
Steiner that mass twisted and conflicting emotions 
which found itself faced challenge that was mean- 
ingless every area war, and matter what the 
color the uniform wore. terribly human, 
and horrifyingly inhuman. the superb example 
the lonely, tortured soul which found itself com- 
mitted conflict which was comprehensible only 
God—yet tortured with the need comprehend it. 


And around Steiner moves company other souls, 
each different, each splendid his own way, yet each 
desperately dependent the strength Steiner to| 
carry him through this newly discovered depth the 
meaning hell. 


Men wrapped lusts 
for women. Men driven lusts for power. They 
move through the novel deadly quietness. They 
move and are moved. And the good not always 
prosper nor the evil suffer. Like life itself, the novel 
follows the paths men, not the dreams men. 


There are evil men, too. 


This superb writing job. Willi Heinrich has put! 
soldier paper few men have succeeded doing, 
Rregretfully, the language the novel extraordinarily 
objectionable parts; and where so, seems 
get the way the story, rather than moving 


think have read most the war novels both 
First and Secand World wars. They have left 
that the two most memorable ones have come 
have both been about the German Quiet! 
the Western Front and The Cross Iron. Perhaps 
there greater nobility the defeated soldier than| 
the victor. think only Hemingway has approached 
this nobility, feel, Farewell Arms. This novel 
worth the time the adult who knows 
about the meaning war—and will 
know that the translation fine Ivory 
advertises itself be. Easily worth the money. 


Frank O’Gorman, M.A., 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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LITERARY GUILD CHOICE MAY 


Beecroft, John (ed.) 

Kipling, Selection His Stories and Poems 
Doubleday. Apr. 20, 1956. vols., 1036p. $7.50. 
the fulfillment need. People whose acquaintance 
with Kipling slight and those who know him well 
are all acutely aware that his spirit romantic im- 
perialism obtrusively present much his work; 
and many his tales are dated the fact that they 
are redolent empire which longer exists. There 
can little sympathy abroad today for Kipling’s gentle 
but patronizing attitude toward the servants and the 
enemies British imperialism; fact, there com- 
paratively little understanding that attitude the 


people who moved and breathed atmosphere 


British rule that was triumphant but precarious enough 
adventurous. The characters Kipling’s fiction 
are strangers this day; the very timeliness that once 
served them well and made them palpably real now 
plays them false. The jingoistic boom the barrack- 
room ballads now has become the unconvincing sound 
loose drum. 


Yet Kipling was very much the product his 
own times that his reputation faded with them, still 
retains historical and even literary importance. 
Some his work has permanent value and even those 
his stories which are most romantic—most apt 
give highly idealized rather than grimly realistic 
view the empire life general—have signi- 
ficance because they are the eloquent expression 
state mind which must understood our immedi- 
ate past intelligible future generations. 


Like all other collections which are selective rather 
than comprehensive, this one must face the possibility 
anguished cries because favorites are omitted. For 
instance, the stories Kipling’s own youth are not 
included here, and there must certainly devotees 
Kipling who will think that the inclusion “Some- 
thing Myself” does not warrant leaving out all the 
fictional items about Stalky and Co., the terribly 
grim but sincere “Baa Baa Black Sheep.” The view 
Kipling given is, however, fairly comprehensive. The 
first story “Kim,” not Kipling’s best work but one 
that reveals much him: his belief that there are 
many good Asiatics and most them are the 
British side, his romanticizing the British secret serv- 
ice, his religious indifferentism that looks like wise 
tolerance when most certainly shallow incompre- 
hension. There follow the very good stories 
from the “Jungle Book,” heavily romantic but shot 
through with flashes good realism, and “Puck 
Pook’s Hill,” excellent stuff for children who are liter- 
ate and who are not incurably addicted television. 
the second volume there are some—too many, 
fact—of Kipling’s impossible stories the preternatural, 
most which are surely yawn-producing for this gen- 
eration; there plenty Mulvaney with his embar- 
rassing brogue; there the autobiographcial 
thing Myself”; and, general, there cross-section 
Kipling. The poems include the ones generally 
and some less frequently printed. 


There large amount Kipling here convenient 
form. Mr. Beecroft may succeed keeping before the 


Beecroft Churchill 


public eye writer who, with all his faults, too easily 
forgotten. The collection chiefly for those who are 
already admirers Kipling—but may something 


increase their number. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH 


Churchill, Winston The Birth Britain 
Dodd, Mead. Apr. $6.00. 


Any book written Churchill naturally receives con- 
siderable attention and publicity. Many the readers 
Best Sellers have already read parts all the four 
installments from this book which have recently ap- 
peared Life. That magazine promises publish 
later this year some excerpts from Volume the 
History the English-Speaking Peoples which the 
Birth Britain Volume There are presumably 
four volumes the set when complete. the 
Preface this first volume, Churchill informs that 
had planned the publication this work nearly 
twenty years ago. Then came the war years and other 
responsibilities. that “things have quietened 
down” Churchill found himself position revise 
and amplify the earlier work and issue four 
volumes. 


This volume carries the story 1485 and the accession 
Henry VII and the Tudors. Since the next volume 
will contemporaneous with the discovery America 
and the opening the so-called modern period, 
quite likely that will more interesting the 
“average reader” than this volume, since one’s interest 
given period apt become less that period 
recedes into the distant past. The history this nation 
will enter into the later volumes, the title the 
work indicates. The plan carry the story about 
the year 1900. 


the earlier chapters the Birth Britain, Churchill 
devotes much space the influence the Romans 
England, from about B.C. about 400 A.D. 
find Churchill being more generous his appraisal 
the Roman influence than many other historians. 
his appraisal, states: “We cannot doubt that the 
second and some extent the third century the 
Christian era, contrast with all that had gone before 
and most that was follow, were Golden Age for 
Britain (p. 47).” Then the security the “Roman 
Britain” began decline, Rome withdrew its influ- 
ence. Night was fall Brittania, which “had been 
active part world state; England was once again 
barbarian island. has been Christian; was now 
heathen (p. 70).” 


Then began the long series invasions, with England 
target for any continental marauders who wished 
enrich themselves upon the culture that had been de- 
veloped under the Roman influence. Churchill treats 
graphically the invasions the Saxons, the Vikings and 
the Normans. Most readers will find much that new 
them his detailed accounts relative the in- 
vasions the Vikings. But 1066 William the 
Conqueror and the Normans were bring end 
the possibility further widespread pillaging conti- 
nental raiders. treatment accorded the 


LERS 
wing 
story 
and 


complicated relationship between King John and Inno- 
cent The appraisal Magna Carta seems ac- 
cordance with the viewpoint modern scholars who 
have studied that famous document. The admiration 
that Churchill feels for Joan Arc evident. 
seems willing grant that she possessed miraculous 
powers; sympathetic her her efforts rid 
France the English invader. says her, “Joan 
was being uplifted from the ordinary run man- 
kind that she finds equal thousand 
She embodied the natural goodness and valour the 
human race unexampled perfection. Unconquerable 
courage, infinite compassion, the virtue the simple, 
the wisdom the just, shone forth her. She glorifies 
she freed the soil from which she sprang (p. 422).” 
Churchill has such praise for any other figure the 
book. Innocent footnotes and bibliography, but 
possessing detailed index, the serious reader who per- 
severes the end will find this book worthwhile, but 
admittedly not nearly interesting any one the 
volumes Churchill’s “The Second World War.” 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Cooper, Kent The Right Know 
Farrar, Strauss Cudahy. Apr. 23, 1956. 316p. $4.00. 


Belatedly but nonetheless importantly, Kent Cooper, 
former General Manager the Associated Press, has 
answered question raised 1955 the House Gov- 
ernment Information Committee. Complaints arising 
from President Eisenhower’s early 
prompted investigation, and the committee circu- 
lated questionaires among various government depart- 
ments, asking among other things what considera- 
tion given the public’s right know and the 
importance informed public the successful 
operation the democratic form government.” 


“Too little and too late” the tenor Cooper’s con- 
clusions, although his premises are quite bit more 
startling: 
Perhaps it’s news you that today there suppression 
news, just it’s news you that was government 
propaganda that brought upon you and all mankind the most 
dreadful wars suffered the whole history. Practically 
all this book was written five years ago. decided 
defer publication for few years see within that time, 
the government would reverse that trend. has not done 
so. Instead its treatment the news, some 
respects slowly pressing toward the totalitarian pattern 
Cooper makes extensive and incriminating use of: (1) 
the fact that prior and during World War England 
turned her monopoly the undersea cable profitable 
propaganda advantage; (2) Wilson warmonger. 


scores Britain’s World War use Reuters News 
Agency transmission belt for government views, 
just severely reprimands the State Department 
and Assistant Secretary Frank Polk for engineering 
the deliberate “leak” the bellicose Zimmerman note 
the AP. Anxious for scoop, the wire service 
transmitted the decoded note from the German Foreign 
Minister his Ambassador Mexico, urging the latter 
work for Mexican-Japanese alliance war against 
the Publication the sensational story broke 
off the Congressional filibuster against Wilson’s armed 


Cooper Astrachan 


Best SELLERS 


neutrality resolution, and forthwith Americans were 
their way “Over There.” 


war through Congress, must one two things 
Cooper says. must either “by news propaganda 
goad American citizens into demanding Congress 
declaration war, through news propaganda goad 
potential enemy with hostile words and actions and 


lead him, reprisal, initiate military offensive, 


“America, under President Wilson went into the First 
World War the first these two patterns and, 
under President Roosevelt, went into the Second World 
War the second,” Cooper declares. “Its entry into 
the next World War, another cannot avoided, 
must one pattern the other.” 


Cooper goes take roundhouse swing at: (1) 
subsidies foreign editors for favorable 
writeups, practice seriously considered the 
late 1948); (2) the cuff” addresses politicos 
aimed getting their ideas across large audiences 
while enabling them escape being held strict 
account for the opinions expressed; (3) the “don’t tell 
it, sell it” tactic memoir-happy public office holders, 
and (4) “the lack critical interest the part the 
public” which permits these things happen. 


The former chief cites the Patton slapping incident 
example how unnecessary wartime censorship 
can result minor affair becoming Page issue. 
similar vein, Cooper reviews the case news- 
man Kennedy who was fired for breaking the Rus- 
sian-requested, Truman-ordered, Eisenhower-imposed 
censorship the German surrender, May 1945. 


The Right Know might have been written any 
journalism major working thesis. does not con- 
tain many “inside” revelations one might expect 
from man with over years the 
does contain, the case Wilson and Roosevelt, 
number severe allegations for which sufficient evi- 
dence has not been fully assembled. Written five years 

ago, the book recalls incidents already three 
old and relies upon inference rather than specific cur- 

rent examples prove its major premise that news 

being suppressed today. This reviewer does not say 

that such not the case, but merely that Mr. Cooper 

has not satisfactorily proved his contentions. 


Published during week-long Wilson centennial 
servance, The Right Know can expected 
much partisan fire which turn can counted 
further obscure the issues. 


Arthur North, 
Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Astrachan, Sam End 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 19, 1956. 246p. 
End Dying first novel Sam Astracan, 
Russia and those who emigrated New York 

come Cohens, told Sam Star, born New York 

City, the son Esther Kagan and Dr. Isaac 
The first part deals mainly with Jacob, the second 
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with his sons and their families. The history the 
family told episodes and flashbacks—neither 
which detracts from the continuity. Time felt 
duration and the history family the memory 
people from the Wailing Wall Wall Street. The 
portraits are three-dimensional; individuals, 
people, and religion. The struggle for start re- 
treats into success; the mores give way money, and 
the hero degenerates the operator. It’s all here 
the family relationships, traced with honesty and hav- 
ing powerful impact. And Sam Star, looking back, 
refuses follow the pattern. Any Christian who reads 
this will find amazing and informative revelation 
his Jewish neighbors. Any Jew will love it. 

Though Sam Astrachan only twenty-one would not 
guessed from his writing; for this autobiographical 
novel has maturity, insight into character, and apt- 
ness anecdote. shame, however, that did 
not consistently exercise the same beautiful handling 
words with which relates the story his mother’s 
death—which memorable writing. But unfortunate- 
few occasions slips the street level the 
Bronx with four-letter words that are completely un- 
necessary. While the story gripping enough for the 
reader pass over them, they are too deliberate 


excuse. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 
Mare, George The Empire 


Putnam. Apr. 317p. $3.95. 


What Norris did for the grain market The Pit, 
George Mare attempts for American business The 
Empire. His story concerns great corporation and 
how shapes, dominates, and often destroys the people 
dependent upon it. deterministic implications, 
this theme worked out through naturalistic study 
chiefly five employees The Company, thin 
anonymity for AT&T but actually representing any 
modern industrial titan. Amid maze soulless 
super-efficiency, these lives are meant show how big 
business reduces human dignity personnel record 
spewed out IBM machine. 


Unfortunately, this large purpose not convincingly 
seen the particular characterizations. Their hollow- 
ness, sexual aberrations, and vicissitudes often seem the 
result invertebrate condition rather than their 
jobs, Mare would have believe. 


First the quintet Jeff Carlyle. Despite unusual 
talent, has reached dead end because his private 
life. Morality unimportant The Company, but 
respectability indispensable; and Jeff’s fondness for 
bad girls has led him into sluttish marriage that be- 
comes open cuckoldry. Finally 
drives him despairing suicide. Jim Somers, hard- 
working nonentity the same department, begins dis- 
integrating when his wife loses her mind; tippling brings 
discharge, and eventually even the loving efforts 
beautiful April Tremaine cannot save him 
sotted oblivion. Harwood, cold and scheming oppor- 
tunist, seems know all the answers for success. Yet 
even overplays his hand and ends bitterly blind 
alley; while, Kilgore, unassuming subordinate, 
ability and sheer luck rises above him. 


The leading figure Martin Brill, wounded and dis- 
charged veteran who takes job with The Company 
only stop-gap measure. The toils hold him, but 
rises steadily despite departmental rivalries, sense 
guilt over the debauchery concomitant with work 
the road, and awareness that success demands selling 
his soul for buildings and machines. 


For long while gross sexualism provides the narcotic 
palliation finds necessary. addition hotel 
trollops, secretary Sherry thrusts herself adulterously 
upon him. The one really pursues, however, 
April, whose initial incombustility seductively ignites 
into intermittent nymphomania even though she long 
refuses marriage. When finally Martin promoted 
spot that opens the way top managerial posi- 
tion, realizes that has become tough and smooth 
and part all that initially hated. then, though, 
April has married him and family life seems offer 
compensation for the future. 


The Empire interesting novel; could also have 
been profound, almost epic social novel. falls short 
partly because not become attached the char- 
acters convinced the inevitability that supposedly 
encompasses them. The style, though often sharply 
humorous, drifts into frequent explication and didac- 
ticism. Perhaps Mare’s means salvaging atten- 
tion—the publisher guarantees enjoyment replace- 
ment with another book—is the plentitude wench- 
ing that work for The Company seems stimulate. 
That least calls for only adults’ reading. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Vries, Peter Comfort With Apples 
Little, Brown. Apr. 26,1956. 280p. $3.50. 


Chick Swallow, the central character this novel, 
marries Crystal Chickering because grateful that 
she not pregnant. Yes, you read the preceding sen- 
tence correctly. Swallow’s reason for marrying just 
one hundreds bizarre and barbarous items appear- 
ing this book. After his marriage Swallow joins the 
staff the Decency, Connecticut Pick. When Crystal’s 
father dies, Swallow becomes the advice-column editor. 
Swallow’s friend, Nickie Sherman, learned and in- 
dolent. first considers himself playwright and 
constantly strives have someone produce his work. 
drifts through number other occupations and 
finally becomes policeman. Swallow has affair 
with Mrs. Clara Thicknesse. gangster secures two 
the letters Swallow wrote Clara and blackmails 
the columnist; Clara’s husband discovers her and Swal- 
low compromising position and photographs the 
scene. The blackmailer arrested due the eccentric 
sleuthing Nickie Sherman, and Swallow’s infidelity 
discovered his wife. Another woman attracted 
Swallow and she and another blackmailer attempt 
fleece the protagonist. Finally, all ends happily 
Swallow’s wife forgives him; but, and she sail 
for European vacation, another woman interesting 
herself the columnist. 


may gathered from the summary that this book 
weird, twisted potpourri every humor-getting 
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device one could possibly think of. have puns, 
malapropisms, boudoir farce, smutty anecdotes double 
entendres, restoration “wit,” and just plain corn. 
somewhat feeble imitation Tristram Shandy 
uninspired bit Noel Coward, but written 
the fashion snickering, smart-alecky schoolboy. 
Frequently the author poking fun such positive 
I-am-so-humorous manner that this conscious assur- 
ance overshadows the humor itself and invalidates it. 
There are few things more embarrassing and pathetic 
than man laughing his own jokes when his jokes 
are not very funny. Occasionally one chuckles trifle; 
however, there sustained element laughter. 
Especially the latter half the novel the author 
hard put keep his carnival going. fact, re- 
duced poking hackneyed fun such targets 
weight-reducing programs and masseurs. 


The style this mélange urbane and sophisticated. 
Crisp and chatty composition needs more than the 
glitter words, and the style can not give radiance 
support weak and spineless content. The humor 
which the raison d’étre for this book weak, and, 
hence, the content weak. Much the book’s humor 
humorless; more the humor bad taste, and 
the remaining amount does not add much. This 
novel not recommended for any type reader. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Bois, William Season Beware 
Putnam. Apr. 23, 1956. 320p. $3.95. 


According William Bois’ thesis, there comes 
time, (about the age when life supposed begin), 
when most sense the fact that are not grow- 
ing any younger. Aware that the days youth are 
gone, refuse accept the life have been leading 
and try cast aside. word, decide take 
one last fling. 


That moment came for Dave Story, comfortably settled 
editor Darby House, when received note from 
Julia inviting him visit her Florida while her hus- 
band, Tony Cole, was away one his usual esca- 
pades. Some twenty years had elapsed since Dave had 
last seen his former lover. that time she was living 
Paris helping Tony write novel. This, course, 
was before their marriage. Julia, seems, was one 
those women who did not take marriage but pre- 
ferred enjoy its privileges under the pretext fur- 
thering some male’s career. 


Tony, one those ne’er-do-wells who was not friend 
work any nature, had been classmate Dave’s 
high school their home state Florida. Having 
been sold the idea that will help him become 
writer, Dave all but carried his friend through college, 
after which they both attended the Columbia School 
Journalism. Upon graduation Dave had taken job 
with New York newspaper while Tony decided that 
Paris was the place wanted become writer. 
Julia followed thereafter; did Dave, expecting pub- 
lish Tony’s novel and then marry Julia. Too late did 
realize what the Paris interlude was all about. 


Best SELLERS 


All this youthful living learn from Dave’s reverie 
winging his way the clandestine tryst with 
Julia. casually setting out for day his office, 
had packed his grips, left without word his 
wife children and boarded the plane. But when 
comes face face with his erstwhile consort realizes 
the folly his journey, and returns the family 
had deserted. 


Where where have read this before! The roaring 
twenties, hard-drinking, fast-living collegians, speak- 
easies, breadlines, unemployment, etc. All new 
and fresh last year’s calendar. But then, wasn’t 
all bad dream? Isn’t Dave’s generation victim 
its environment? Motivation his journey Florida? 
What else could could not fight it. had 
get out the rut. And you want take the time 
read about his experiences, maybe you, too, will de- 
cide that about time that many our modern 
novelists got out their rut. 


Francis Ulrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Lindop, Audrey Erskine The Judas Figures 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Apr. 306p. $3.75. 

That women are inferior drivers automobiles has 
been amply established the unsolicited testimony 
the experts whom they have married. would 
more difficult, not impossible, prove their inferi- 
ority writers novels. The sad days Aphra 
Behn have long since passed, and Virginia Woolf’s plea 
for room one’s own” has been generously ap- 


proved. When facile pen-women like Dorothy Sayers 
Rumer Godden occupy that room, the public the 


gainer, from the excellent work Audrey 
Erskine Lindop. Her latest novel, The Judas Fgures, 
masterly example fine plotting and alert char- 
acterization, and readers will find fascinating story. 


the little Mexican town Quantana, Father Keough 
has been seriously wounded ambush prepared for 
him Malo, the gangster leader. Malo, whose real 
name was Anacleto Gonzales, died the ambush. 
The Bishop has sent young Father Lasques serve 


Quantana while Father Keough incapacitated, 


when Father Keough recovers sufficiently assume 


some his old duties, both priests find their 


full. Malo’s mantle has fallen the shoulder Vito 


Castillo, and capable shoulders they are, 


Father Keough makes the mistake thinking the 
former lieutenant Malo only greedy weakling who 


hitched his wagon Anacleto’s star.” Moreover, 


superstitious belief that Malo’s spirit still ranges the 
town and will harm anyone who co-operates with the 


priests makes their work more and more 


spite their best efforts, therefore, the Fathers find 


themselves serving dwindling congregation. 
their motherly housekeeper, doubts their wisdom 
tries replace with her own, with good 
When they decide the bold stroke capturing 
white cat which the common people believe 


spirit Malo manifest, they get into further trouble 
Father Lasques blunderingly captures neighbor’s hen 


instead the cat, and they are haled before the 
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Their influence and prestige rapidly decline, until physi- 
cal violence used against good Father Lasques. 
stoned and, later, being systematically poisoned 
through villainous druggist who has surrendered 
Vito. When Father Lasques, pitiably weak, sent 
the bus nearby village for examination, Vito must 
act, and does stopping the bus and leaving the 
sick priest the jungle called the Green Walk 
Death. Father Lasques dies, but not before has 
been able return the edge the jungle and leave 
written evidence that his murderer Vito. 


Interwoven this tale good deal humor stem- 
ming from the remarkable characters the author has 
fashioned: Candalaria, the young girl, friendly for 
material reasons with the bandit group, but willing 
assist the priests her own light-fingered way; the 
chief police, fair fault, but unable convince 
himself that the priests are wholly guiltless; the Presi- 
dente, who states blandly that has “lapsed” himself 
explain his failure attend his religious duties. 
But the young lady the Cortinez family, Locha, 
who has silly child’s attachment Father Keough, 
brings humor into the story. Her intended rupture 
her marriage, only few months old, adds immeas- 
urably Father Keough’s problems. That she drops 
out his life the same emotional way which she 
insisted staying too long, only part his 
good fortune. The main part that success comes 
from hard and earnest effort which finally win the 
confidence the people, who show their support 
the priest when they unveil their traditional Judas 
figures Holy Week. 


There nothing here with which one would quarrel. 
The Mexican background seems authentic, the char- 
acters real, the incidents probable. This tale that 
will bring encomiums the author and joy its 


readers. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Mackersey, Ian Position Unknown 


Holt. Apr. 25, 1956. 222p. $3.00. 


Published last year England under the title Crusader 
Fox King, this standard airliner-crash story, maroon- 
ing assortment passengers with crew inacces- 
sible place, with the problem survival and rescue 
complicated clouds and rains. The only difference 
between this and good dozen others before the 
location: this one sets its crippled plane down the 
snowy top the Tararua Range the North Island 
New Zealand. The airliner, known Crusader Fox 
King, was routine flight from Sydney, Australia, 
Christchurch, New Zealand, and within couple 
hours its destination when propeller shears off, cuts 
through the fuselage and slices the control lines; the 
engine tears loose and falls; the radio shorted out 


operation. Trying get alternate landing 


field, the plane gets off course and has plumped 


into snowfield the mountain before crashes 


The company passengers the standard 
assortment, too, including the braggart coward, the 


pregnant mother, the alcoholic, the brave flight cap- 


Mackersey Marshall 


tain and his dedicated crew, lovely and competent 
stewardess, and, this case, incredible pair 
Americans, ornithologist and his wife. None the 
people are well realized; they are about credible 
motion-picture cast. But the author commendably 
restrained his dialogue and situation writing. The 
total effect, however, screen-play rather than 
novel. 


Marshall, Bruce Girl May 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 30, 1956. 243p. $3.00. 


Bishop Soutar’s first visit St. Andrew’s (Scotland) 
thirty years brought him glimpse young man 
lighting girl’s cigarette. was reminded his first 


had come, High-Church aspirant, into strictly 
Presbyterian school. week had brought 
about the expulsion Moragh Dunwoodie, “Bumpie,” 
from nearby girl’s seminary. make amends 
had called her father, Canon Dunwoodie, most 
High-Churchman, believer auricular confession, 
(Which few save the roistering village Baillie availed 
themselves of), and the full liturgy. Partly complete 
the amends, and more near Bumpie, Soutar be- 
came the Canon’s acolyte. 


the following months, teen-age love grew with 
complications major and minor jealousies. 
ground golf and cricket, sports involving the Canon, 
“The Good and Wise Pontiff” Anson, Bishop Amulry 
and Bucharty, and “the Frisky Franciscan,” sets off their 
interest which impeded not interrupted the 
Canon’s drastic actions. major jealousy arose when 
Soutar, please the Baillie, exposed himself the en- 
ticement Millicent Baird order persuade her 
appear summer entertainment with Auchtermuchty 
Alistair’s Nautical Nuts company with “the vulgar 
Bulgar” who normally had her “climbing walls.” 


When their love had survived this test, the youthful 
innocents decided blackmail the Canon into letting 
them see each other during their minority masquer- 
ading Bishop Anson’s relatives and registering 
married resort hotel, the idea being that the Canon 
would accede their demand prevent scandal. 
From this escapade the Bishop himself rescues them, 
preserving his friend the Canon from mortification. 
And, returning home, Moragh expresses the hope that 
never again will there the “length and breadth 
Caledonia stern and wild” between herself and Soutar 
“And who knows?” (says Marshall) “There 
mightn’t have been, the Frisky Franciscan hadn’t won 
the end?” 


professed love story, Girl May raises some im- 
mediate questions, the answers which enhance the 
worth the book. Why devote all this development 
the tale love “doomed” frustration? Why 
set the entire episode against Anglicanism? The an- 
swers, course, lie Marshall’s principal interest,— 
human foibles and failings relation God’s truth 
and the workings Divine Providence. 


reverting the Scottish scene, after several years 
preoccupation with Continental life and The War, 
Marshall has come very close theme that his 
early Prayer for the Living, which is, like this, story 
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young love Anglican school atmosphere. Once 
again the author exhibits intense interest and 
understanding for youthful humans the working out 
their adulthood. And, course, the religious neces- 
sities are presupposed and permeate all. 
Much the wit for which Marshall famous appears 
this; and, the book lacks somewhat the satirical 
bite some his previous works, has greater 
placidity than most. Readers,—and they would have 
adult comprehend the real maturity the 
moving story great variety charatcer and incident, 
not Father Malachy’s Miracle The World, The 
Flesh and Father Smith, but better than most Mar- 
shall’s recent novels. The author’s return his native 
land and religious preoccupation makes for 
than-average night wise entertainment. 

Doris Maguire, 

West River, Maryland 


Menen, Aubrey The Abode Love 
Scribners. Apr. 19,1956. 214p. $3.50. 


harem 19th Century Victorian England—impos- 
And maintained English clergyman—in- 
credible! And operating legally—well, Robert Ripley 
wasn’t around those days but nevertheless seems 
have existed. Mr. Menen tells the form 
chronicle novel which describes the life and career 
Henry Prince, who became doctor, only discon- 
tinue practice because illness, and then was educated 
for the ministry. took religion seriously the 
seminary and antagonized everyone save for four stu- 
dent colleagues who joined with him forming group 
called the Lampeter brethren. curate saved 
his rector’s soul and married his rector’s sister, Julia. 
soon discovered that had excellent voice and 
could combine this with readings from Solomon’s Song 
Songs exercise almost irresistible fascination for 
women. kissing curate soon lost the favor 
his bishop, was adopted second and finally aban- 
doned slide precipitously out the Church. 

Then Henry Prince came into contact with Matthew 
Bunt, ex-Sergeant Marines, who had been ship- 
wrecked deserted tropical island for several years. 
his loneliness Bunt had conceived substitute 
brothel staffed with artificial dolls his own creation. 
was seek methods overcoming his carnal lusts 
that Matthew Bunt had sought advice from Henry 
Prince. the great scheme began evolve his 
mind Henry Prince thought the Five Signs—the un- 
married daughters Josiah Nottidge, wealthy lumber 
merchant, who had scared all suitors away showing 
them will purporting leave his fortune one 
daughter but not naming her specifically that the 
anguished suitor rushed indecision from one daughter 
another. 

But Henry Prince was made sterner would 
fascinate all them and thus secure the more than 
hundred thousand pound Nottidge fortune for himself. 
began founding new religion—simply in- 
forming gathering friends that had been given 
direct revelation that they were saved and that con- 
sequently there was neither sin nor death the world 
and that was the supreme prophet this last reve- 


Parker 
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lation. married four the five Signs his Lam- 
peter brethren (the fifth escaped marry Irish 
horsebreeder) and then proceded set his harem 
establishing ceremony whereby could exchange 
wives whenever desired. And the harem 
flourished with Prince full control and all others 
subservient. 

But Henry Prince there came, there must come 
all men like position, the knowledge that even 
genteely carnal lust under prosperous circumstances 
was not the ultimate value this life and that note 
the author’s story ends. Lust lust and adultery 
adultery and so, matter how circumspectly 
humorously described, story based their successful 
enjoyment scarcely recommendable. The book would 
not harm the mature reader but what could gained 


from it? 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Parker, Cornelia Stratton 
Putnam. May 1956. 379p. $4.50. 
Twice the course Fabulous Valley younger women 
are astonished that the heroine, Linda Rinn, still 
young enough thinking love. The reader 
more apt astonished that Linda still com- 
paratively young woman—still her thirties—at the 
end this rambling novel which covers large area 
and exposes wide variety fortunes which befell the 
Rinn family. Character after character gets into and 
out difficulties, each indulging silent reflections 
which are carefully printed italics. the end, 
however, the threads are fairly well woven together 
and there enough happiness satisfy everyone. 


The fabulous valley the oil region 
during the period its first wells. Linda Rinn 
backwoods wife, contentedly not happily married 
taciturn but steady and industrous farmer. 
tunately for Linda’s peace mind she meets young 
gentleman, Nathan Alan, who inspires her feeling 
her husband never aroused. The meetings between 
Linda and Nathan are few but eventually there 
adultery which Linda repents striving work 
ever more earnestly for her husband. Silas Rinn 
killed accident, leaving Linda with fourteen- 
year old son, Davy. Davy good provider, and 
teamster and thus share, small way, the 
perity that oil suddenly bringing the valley. Money 
comes Linda’s way when man whom she 
through illness strikes oil and insists that some small 
share the profits entered her account. 
the Rinns sell some their land for fortune. Linda 
stays the cabin with her daughter-in-law and 
baby grandson while Davy goes out into the great world 
and runs through the fortune very short time. In| 
the meantime, Nathan Alan has returned from 
civil war, and Linda has nursed him through illness. 
They are free marry now and anticipate their future 
union casually living together. After Nathan 
gone off business and Davy has returned 
destitute and has set out again make something 
himself, the price land goes for the second 
Linda able make sale for smaller but still 
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stantial fortune. Davy comes home again, penniless 
but morally recovered. help from Linda buys 
farm Ohio, sets out with his wife and child, and 
leaves Linda awaiting the announced and imminent 
arrival Nathan Alan. 

Though sprawls, the novel fairly And 
though annoyingly childish times—people around 
Titusville are forever declaring that that there oil busi- 
ness will never worth anything and fool proposi- 
tion—it does evoke the noise and smells boom com- 
munity. Mrs. Parker’s moral sense seems lean over 
into sensibility: Linda presented person who 
good that her sexual sins are simply love that 
natural and good; otherwise, her values are sound. 


This not profound novel but is, for the greater 


part, interesting one. 
William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Richards, Guy Two Rubles Times Square 
Duell, Sloan Pearce-Little, Brown. Mar. 12, 1956. 
249p. $3.50. 


One Sunday morning, early, before the November sun 
began gild the tips the skyscrapers, only thirteen 
minutes behind schedule, General Alexis Mikhilovich 
Ketov landed his First Special Corps specially trained 
Russian troops the southern end Manhattan and 
quickly invested the whole area south from Canal 
Street the Battery. set headquarters the 
eighteen-story Downtown Athletic Club, holding 
seventy thousand American citizens, resident the 
area, hostages. That the situation author Rich- 
ards has, quite credibly, set for complication and 
solution this political fantasy. the resolution 
this problem not completely satisfying, still good 
enough for some penetrating comment international 
affairs, particularly apropos the Russian-American 
relations two opposing powers. 

course, Colonel-General Ketov must realize that his 
position not tenable for long, particularly since his 
“invasion” deplored the Soviet government, which 
professes know nothing about him. The big ques- 
tion which has answered first “Why?” turns 
out that Ketov, and his deputy, Shiskin, are members 
the NTS, clandestine party politically opposed 
the Communists. What Ketov wants know first 
whether the Americans still possess some the revo- 
lutionary fervor which sparked the revolution 1776. 
After that, wants establish, under American 
auspices, Anti-communist Legion fight for the 
liberation Russia and its satellite captives. 

the course the action, the American forces have 
shoot good bit southern Manhattan, and 
there something pitched battle from Canal Street 
down the Battery, with Marine regiments attacking 
across the Brooklyn Bridge, other troops invading the 
captured enclave through the subways, helicopters act- 
ing observation posts and troop drops onto the 
apartment buildings. Most the hostages are 
rescued and the invaders defeated; but not entirely. 


Concerning his carefully worked out invasion, Ketov 


“Tt gave you preview typical Red Army offensive 
situational war. should very enlightening. You Ameri- 


Richards Slote 


cans must keep your atomic weapons, but you can forget 
about the atomic war that such obsession the Penta- 
gon. The Russians aren’t crazy. They don’t want destroy 
the world, they want acquire working order. 
staffwork has given you good look the very kind 
situational warfare which the Kremlin, with few varia- 
tions here and there, plans swallow cities and provinces, 
sheiks and princes, ports and harbors, nations and states, one 
one. the kind war which comes after spurious 
moral crusade has worked the populace fever pitch. 
guess that the only trick didn’t give you sample 
Two Rubles Times Square worth your attention. 
cleverly worked out and contains good deal 
sense along with its sensation. 


Slote, Alfred Lazarus Vienna 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 26, 1956. 343p. $3.95. 

The jacket this novel informs the reader “This 
once love story and exciting novel suspense 
that probes deeply into the troubled conscience our 
time.” That love story might debated, for 
what passes love merely trite, illicit liaison be- 
tween Lieutenant Richard Whitney, American 
Army officer, and Brigitte von Kunstler, Austrian 
emtionally estranged from her husband. That 
exciting novel suspense might granted, for there 
some suspense and there some excitement. But 
that probes deeply into the troubled conscience 
our time has denied unless the word conscience 
used otherwise than its customary sense. 
Coincidence brings Brigitte and Lieutenant Whitney 
together and contrives keep them together until the 
presumed-to-be happy ending. Vienna, for the most 
part, the locale the story, which happens during 
the year 1948. such setting and within such 
period, there are found such stock characters, for 
instance, the Viennese psychiatrist, Dr. Schleicher, 
Brigitte’s father; the Baroness, her mother; Max, 
allegedly romantic restaurant proprietor; and Captain 
Bagroff, Russian medical officer, who supposed 
more concerned with personal morality than 
Marxian dialectic. They are all involved bizarre, 
amoral quest for happiness, despite the complications 
the four-power occupation. Actually, they emerge 
selfish, sensual and utterly unpleasant people. 
There are number ideological implications threaded 
through the narrative, particularly the contrasting fea- 
tures democracy, Nazism and communism, which 
are considerably stale their import. There also 
casual examination religion, suggesting that has 
place man’s life. Finally, there appalling 
ignorance sexual morality, particularly the part 
those who are supposedly building better world. 


The style writing routine, the characters drawn are 
equally so, and the moral and political lucubrations 
about the war-worn environment Vienna are naive. 
Lazarus Vienna accurate mirroring the 
victors and victims World War Europe can 
readily understood why there much confusion 
and frustration that part the postwar world. 
other words, the reading this dull recital un- 
abashed sex, bungling politics and depressing soul- 
searching neither profitable nor pleasant. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

Providence College, 

Providence, Rhode Island 
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Wagner, Geoffrey The Dispossessed 
Devin-Adair. Apr. 30, 1956. 244p. $3.50. 


difficult see what good can come Geoffrey 
Wagner’s The Dispossessed. undoubtedly force- 
ful diatribe against psychiatry—or, least, against that 
habit mind which makes the psychiatrist the supreme 
arbiter man’s earthly destiny; but the case made 
too strong, the cards are obviously stacked. the 
events recorded here, anything all like them, 
could actually happen even one person then the 
novel should broadcast warning; but their hap- 
pening seems most unlikely. Mr. Wagner has been 
anxious make his arguments strong that has made 
his foes unreasonable and ridiculous. too bad that 
has not been more conservative; has some emi- 
nently sound things say about the basic assumptions 
psychiatry and should have been careful guar- 
antee himself hearing. The one class people who 
might benefit most from book this sort would 
the psychiatrists themselves—it might make them less 
facile their diagnoses and prescriptions; but any 
psychiatrists read this polemic they will probably kick 
holes Mr. Wagner’s arguments dismiss them with 
bland smile superiority. There may more quacks 
psychiatry than other branches the healing 
profession but way has yet been found completely 
preventing quackery making quacks ashamed 
themselves. 


Mr. Wagner tells the story Richard Terrell, British 
army officer who suffers concussion during the cam- 
paign Africa. Shock accompanies the concussion 
and Terrell sent mental hospital. After much 
misguided and even brutal treatment there, sent 
out with diagnosis constitutional inferiority, 
diagnosis enuntiated charlatan distinguished 
reputation. confidential report this condition 
reaches all Terrell’s prospective employers tries 
fruitlessly resume his career industrial chemist. 
Finally one firm hires him order exploit his knowl- 
edge nitrogen. designs plant but begs caution 
production because thinks long period ex- 


HEADLINERS 
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FICTION 
The Last Hurrah Feb. 
Andersonville (IIb) Kantor 
Ten North Frederick O’Hara Dec. 15, 
Island the Sun (IIb) Waugh Jan. 
The Quiet American (IIb) Greene Mar. 15, 
Auntie Mame Dennis Oct. 15, 
Marjorie Morningstar Wouk Sept. 
Cash McCall (Ila) Hawley Nov. 
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perimentation necessary; the company plunges ahead 
spite Terrell’s warnings, the plant blows with 
many casualties. Terrell’s medical history leads the 
magistrate hold him responsible for the disaster and 
stricken from the roll chemical engineers. 
gets teaching job small American college but, 
thanks his distrustful father-in-law, the past follows 
him here; the innocent victim street fight and 
threatened with further institutionalization; ends 
committing suicide. 


Mr. Wagner has one good psychiatrist his book—a 
necessary deus machina who succeeds getting 
Terrell into America. The others are conceited and 
sometimes brutal charlatans. This unsettling story 
should avoided those who are already distressed 
the fact that relatives friends are under psychi- 
atric treatment which may and, the vast mapority 
cases probably is, entirely competent. should 
avoided many others too since, for apparent 
artistic reason, Mr. Wagner frequently emphasizes sex 


stimuli. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Wylie, Philip Treasure Cruise 
Rinehart. Apr. 30, 1956. 336p. $3.75. 


Crunch Adams, owner-captain the for-hire game- 
fishing boat Poseidon, and his mate, Desperate Smith, 
have become firmly established favorites the readers 
The Saturday Evening Post. This collection two 
novelettes and four short stories will welcomed 
all sports-fiction readers. The novelette which gives its 
name this volume puts Crunch and Des search 
buccaneer loot which “lies beneath the sea,” but the 
sea not. The clue finding comes from 
wealthy young Texas geologist who having person- 
ality problems with domineering brother and bossy 
prospective mother-in-law. The second novelette has 
the two Florida salts aiding and abetting young man 
from Manhattan fishing contest for $50,000.00 
prize; and that, considering the competition, adds 
“Danger Coral Key.” “Plane 
cane Area,” battered Poseidon rescues some Navy 
fliers and restores Des’s pride. “The Affair the 
Ardent Amazon” puts Des jeopardy falling for 
spectacularly strong girl named Beulah. “Smuggler’s 
Cove,” illegal cargo dynamite turns out 
handy weapon; and “The Man Who Loved Joke” 
gets the butt end the last laugh. The stories are all 
good, clean and refreshing sea-breeze. 


John 


Dutton. Apr. 190p. $3.00. 


burden your library with this one. 


wasted. Johnny Purple the story supposed 
R.A.F. squadron Sumatra 1942. attempt 
give realistic picture the mental, moral, and 
physical strain men and women war Mr. Wyllie 
presents cast characters whose views and experi- 


ences make one question the value life and every- 
for 


thing it. 
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The contrast between the tension battle and the 
between raids good. the former the 
author definitely shows his talents and ability for ex- 
pression and understanding. His own experience 
the R.A.F. used good advantage his description 
aircraft, bombing missions and pilots action. 
the latter sinks the nadir human experience. 
What useful purpose can served detailed de- 
scription planned fornication and adultery? 


The book has its good points character delineation. 
Johnny “Purple” Mason pictured strong person. 
pulled down the others. Georges Perrier French- 
man who believes nothing but himself, tries prove 
it, the story begins doubt it, and finally seems 
find Johnny’s life and death brief inspiration 
living. Seemingly, the only Christian the group 
Murk Murchison, whose faith and convictions are 
under constant attack Georges. Bob Dennison 
weakling. While drunken stupor tries warn 
two fellow airmen during bombing raid the Jap- 
anese and conveniently dispatched. Dennison’s un- 
faithful wife, Clarissa, the main female attraction. 
Her great victory finding sex satisfaction Georges 
but her big defeat her inability seduce Johnny. 
“Pissy” Sid, English cockney, seems fascinate the 
author with his sex speculations and aberrations. To- 
gether with the other minor civilian and military per- 
sonnel, these cause Johnny stand out the “one” 
among many. 


The story closes the Japanese begin their invasion 
Sumatra and this squadron, what left it, begins 
evacuation. 


can hope that Mr. Wyllie will find better use for 
his undoubted talents, but this novel, over-charged 
with sex, merits positive recommendation from me. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Hibbs, Ben (editor) Post Stories: 1955 


Random House. Apr. 23, 1956. 345p. $3.50. 


Twenty stories from the 1955 issues the weekly 
Saturday Evening Post have been selected editor 
Ben Hibbs apparently with view variety mood 
and theme. might debated whether all those 
this collection represent the best from the 


point view of.interest literary value; may 
conceded that these best represent the diversity avail- 
week week the SEP. The volume contains 
Philip Wylie’s The Answer, which far-and-away the 
best the twenty. Fay’s The Conscience 
the Cop and William Heuman’s Her Shadow Love are 
well above average; is, also, Paul Gallico’s The Lost 


Hour. Others represented include William Faulkner, 
Gerald Kersch, James Street, Stewart Toland, Jacland 
Marmur, Paul Horgan, Leon Ware, Charles Tazewell, 


Steve McNeil, Robert Murphy, Farley Mowat, Gilbert 


Wright, Harriet Frank, David Walker, Charles Raw- 
lings. Makes fine bedside book you need make 


for any guest. 


Hibbs Innes McGivern 


Benson, Robert Hugh Richard Raynal, Solitary 
Regnery. Apr. 162p. $3.50. 

1905, the age thirty-five and his first year 
Catholic priest, Robert Hugh Benson, the noted 
convert author, wrote this literary tapestry piece which 
being republished the latest the Thomas More 
Books Live Series. Scarcely typical the bulk 
the author’s work, the story allegory which 
idealistic young hermit, happy solitude and contem- 
plation, obeys call from Christ foretell Henry 
England the coming passion and death which 
must suffer. Richard Raynal himself cruelly beaten 
and dies the King’s bed prototype. Beautifully 
written the tone age long since past, this book 
may attract many and suitable for all. 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Innes, Michael Question Queens 
Dodd. Apr. 1956. 243p. $2.95. 


his past efforts Michael Innes has often succeeded 
pulling off some interesting tours force—with wit 
and humor has thrown his jaundiced searchlight 
onto the mores some amusing backwashes English 
life. This time the wit labored and the light dim. 


Almost from the beginning one can foresee the resolu- 
tion this uninteresting puzzler the whereabouts 
the Jory treasure. Colin Clout not very bright, 
(but, then, few Innes’s heroes are!), scrabbles 
around chase determined young lady who 
eager find her great-great-grandfather’s loot which 
recovered last grimly unfunny climax. The 
redeeming( factor the presence some interest- 
ingly odd characters—Gingrass, Lumb, Minder. But 
even they are, unfortunately, somewhat dull. 

For the same English university, and 
much more diverting and amusing characters, try 
Landscape With Dead Dons. Interesting see what 
two different writers have done with similar material. 


Verdict: question “Queens” here: only deuces. 


McGivern, William The Seven File 
Dodd, Mead. Apr. 245p. $2.95. 


McGivern has come with thoroughly competent 
case-study the handling kidnapping case. 
(As matter interest, the author gets his unusual 
title making the point that Seven File F.B.I. 
records kidnap case file.) 


The primary excitement comes from the almost clinical 
details, (over which lingers), the completely com- 
petent manner which the Men solve the case. 
The reader has the inside track, since the author has 
the action two planes: the planning and execution 
the crime; the detection and apprehension the 
criminals. 


between has tried give his characters more 
than surface dimension. One, particular, Hank, 
more than idealist; confused love for his 
cruel and errant half-brother, Duke. But obliged 
try foil the plotters. And likes the looks 
Kate, nursemaid the kidnapped baby. The develop- 
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ment their awareness one another handled with 
skill and economy. The kidnappers are more than 
muggs: they have their own tensions and problems 
which assume magnified proportions under the pres- 
sures the weight their crime. 


The author does fine job weaving the two patterns 
action until their inevitable clash. 


Verdict: McGivern makes his “Seven” 


Robinson, Frank The Power 


Lippincott. May 219p. $3.00. 

This murder mystery somewhat different. The wea- 
pon the murderer his supernormal powers: 
biological mutation, Nietzscheian superman, born out 
apparently normal that this normality the screen 
behind which must murder the group scientists 
who have inadvertently uncovered his sinister powers, 
without learning his exact identity. 

Accept that basic premise,—of his superior mental, 
physical and psychological make up,—and you can 
enjoy protractedly suspenseful thriller with un- 
usual snapper ending. Before that you have 
been run ragged with Bill Tanner who stumbles 
“the Power” when heading Naval Research 
team testing human endurance. The Power gives Bill 
frighteningly hard time before the ultimate show- 
down,—which not what you might expect. 


Verdict: Off-beat entertainment, done with finesse! 


Rushton, Charles Devil’s Power 


Roy. 192p. $2.50. 

mystery this particular opus could measure about ninety 
inches. There are almost many violent deaths 
national governments postwar 
shooting, garroting—a charming elimination contest 
amongst the members motley crew thieves and 
blackmailers who have collected France since World 
War II. 

They are pursued laboriously unfunny imitation 
the inimitable Poirot. This one Bonnarbel, 
the who makes positive progress until the 
arrival the imperturbable Detective, Inspector Cad- 
man Scotland Yard. the end this implausible 
escapade the victims are turning about one page. 
The English once again bail the French out crisis. 


Verdict: Don’t rush the Rushton! 


Rutledge, Nancy Wanted for Murder 
Random House. Apr. 20, 1956. 283p. $2.75. 


Here’s interesting sample weakness craft sabo- 
taging what was, and always has been,a basically sound 
plot: the descent decent human being into mael- 
strom evil which has not plotted; but, once in, 
gets carried away. It’s classic situation and some 
extraordinarily great works literary art have been 
structured it. 

The major weakness the use trite and hackneyed 
characters. This fundamental weakness vitiates what- 


Best SELLERS 


ever merit the work has: Raphael, ex-trapeze artist 
device; Mynnelu, his partner, greedy opportunist; 
there’s embittered, mixed-up one-armed war veteran; 
crusty and suspicious family lawyer, spirited “char- 
acter” Amelia Dooley, widowed millionaress who 
convinced Raphael her long-lost nephew whom 
she wants will her gelt. Anyone who can’t figure 
how this comes out qualifies for the Baker Street Irreg- 
ulars! was serialized the Saturday Evening Post. 


Verdict: Erratic performance. 


Wint, Guy Spotlight Asia 
Penguin Books. Jan. 20,1956. 222p. $0.65. 

The competition between India and China for domi- 
nation Asia represents one the cardinal facts 
contemporary international politics and constitutes the 
theme Guy Wint’s latest work. Spotlight Asia 
thorough analysis recent developments and their 
historic roots the lands between Pakistan and Korea. 
Approximately one quarter the book devoted 
the Chinese Communist governmental system 
socio-economic policies. But all the other countries 
are treated and the half-dozen pages devoted Soviet 
Central Asia contain the best brief account that area 
have seen. Spotlight Asia heartily 
recommended. 


Trumbull, Robert See India 


Sloane. Mar. 14, 1956. 256p. $4.00. 

New Delhi correspondent for the New York 
Robert Trumbull has done some the best writing 
India during the years 1947 1955. Now Japan 
has prepared overall report India’s people, 
politics, and problems. The result one the three 
best American books India recent years, ranking 
this reviewer’s opinion with John Muehl’s Interview 
with India and Chester Bowles’ Ambassador’s Report. 


All the facets Indian life from party politics prince 
charades, from the status women prohibition, 
from caste the constitution pass before pano 
ramic splendor mixed with sober realism. Much 
what Trumbull has written certain displease the 
Indian government;—it certainly could not have been 
filed despatches from New Delhi without arousing 
Nehru’s wrath. 


Trumbull’s picture the blood bath resulting from 
the 1947 Punjab riots first rate. His description 
the callow manner which Indians took each 
lives unrivaled. And does not lose sight human 
interest elements which characterize good reporting 
For instance, there the case the British matron, 
rather annoyed the stopping train could 
sacked and plundered Sikh hordes, who could only 
wag angry finger distinguished looking Sikh she 
suspected having pulled the emergency cord and 
was very wicked you. Very wicked, 
indeed. 


Unlike many American writers Trumbull cultivated 
the Indian princes and was frequent guest thei 
social affairs. has turned many priceless storie 
illustrative their fabulous extravagance, such 
concerning the Nawah Junagadh who spent fifty 
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thousand dollars for “wedding reception” the 
mating his prize bitch, and that about the state 
visit the Nizam Hyderabad the Nawab Ram- 
pur which the former brought along three hundred 
concubines and blandly explained his host: 
thought the ladies might appreciate outing.” the 
same time, Trumbull careful distinguish between 
the Princes who accepted their responsibilities and 
those who did not. the case the territories the 
former, rule the Congress after inde- 
pendence was not always beneficial the people 
that the deposed princes. 


One can, course, dissent from any author many 
things says. For instance, Trumbull’s treatment 
the Indian elections extremely oversimplified and 
this reviewer feels that India’s party spectrum will 
eventually coalesce around two-party system, (The 
Congress and yet achieved effective merger 
the moderate left), rather than the four parties that 
Trumbull predicts. But this technical point and 
its inclusion ways mars the overall value the 


From reading Trumbull’s report one will not learn all 
there known about India’s people, politics and 
problems. But one will certainly learn great deal 
and the author’s vigorous style will make that learning 
recommended all. 


Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Department Government, 
University Texas, 

Austin, Texas 


Ayres, Lew Altars the East 
Doubleday. Apr. 19, 1956. 204p. $4.50. 


The author had two compelling reasons make the 
journey 4000 miles throughout the Far East and the 
Near East—the filming color motion picture 
the diverse religious faiths the Orient and the com- 
position book resulting from the accumulated notes 
and data set down along the way. The purpose, 
however, transcending these two was the hope that 
increased knowledge would bring people closer together 
and indicate new avenues for the establishment per- 
manent peace. Lew Ayres, motion-picture star, (Dr. 
Kildare the film series), conscientious objector 
1941 and non-combatant with the Army, serving 
assistant chaplain and technician with mobile evacu- 
ation hospital throughout the Pacific war area, student 
philosophy and comparative religion for more than 
years, and Robert Duncan, his very close associate, 
filled their year the East interviewing, photograph- 
ing, traveling every sort conveyance, compiling 
data, meeting fascinating persons, and even participat- 
ing the religious ceremonies many the creeds 
and sects which they encountered. Their journey takes 
them from Japan, Formosa, and Hong Kong into Siam 
and Burma; then through India and Pakistan the 
Arab land the Middle East and Israel. India 
meet Hinduism, the Jains, Parsis and the Sikhs; 
Siam and Burma the southern branch Buddhism, 
called Hinayana; and China and Japan the northern 
branch called Mahayana. Hong Kong and Formosa 


Ayres Gibbs 


become acquainted with Confucianism, Taoism and 
the general polytheistic practices these regions; Mo- 
hammedianism and Judaism round out the ten chap- 
ters. Christianity alone omitted and the author 
promises separte book covering all its denominations 
and sects next year. 


Epilogue the author defines his own faith, per- 
sonal, eclectic, non-organizational, non-sectarian, non- 
dogmatic, tolerant every faith, intolerant none. 
has simple, abiding conviction the power and 
presence God and the immortal, transcending des- 
tiny man and looks forward the union all 
religions World Congress Religions and union 
religion and modern science that will answer irre- 
futably the specious logic the atheist, the mechanist, 
the cynic and the agnostic. Enumerating the theoretical 
propositions and the practical, ethical and moral pro- 
positions for such possible union, Mr. Ayres concludes 
this way: 
“And for this noble purpose must see the Christian 
Bishops sit with the Grand Mufti and the Aga Khan—the 
Buddhist patriarchs Siam and Burma with the High Priest 
the Parsis—Hindu Swami and Chief Rabbi the Jews— 
Sikh President, Shinto Priest, Taoist Pope, Jain Saint—Coptic, 
Quaker, Orthodox, Mennonite—Minister, Mullah, Mormon, 
Yes, and with them all want see Rome— 
strong, tall, and clear-voiced. Without hesitancy, say 
want see the revered red hat Cardinal and hear him 
speaking for the remocratic spirit brotherhood that surges 
through the millions his devout parishioners. This time— 
and for this cause—no man faith must unrepresented. 


Conceivably, longer question concerning the sur- 

vival which faith not the blessed privilege 

faith, itself, hanging precipitously the balance?” 
Unavoidably the book inculcates indifferentism real 
theological and dogmatic content and for this reason 
should read with prudence. can only whisper 
the lines the High Sacerdotal prayer: “That they 
may one, Thou Father and Thee.” 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
Chairman, Philosophy Department, 
Moyne College, 

Syracuse New York 


Gibbs, Peter Flag for the Matabelle 
Vanguard. Mar. 23,1956. 192p. $3.50. 


This classical description England’s land-grab 
Rhodesia, Africa. The author draws narrative 
picture the events the 1890’s from the first Eng- 
lish expedition into Matabeleland the creation the 
English colony. 


“In the gracious shadow Government House, 
Bulawayo, there stands little round hut.” begins 
the story how Lobengula, the king, came under the 
shadow British protection, wound with 
but kingdom,—and the hut, which was his official 
residence, the shadow the English official House. 


Although resident Africa for twenty years, Peter 
Gibbs does not hesitate detail the false pretenses 
the British South Africa Company its efforts 
“protect” King Lobengula and his subjects from the 
Portuguese and the other natives, yet this done 


“The Queen sent mission British Guardsmen pay her 
gracious respects her contemporary, the King the Mata- 
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Bach Gorman 


bele, and, incidentally, break the news him, gently 
possible, that she had granted Charter British 
South Africa Company, which empowered the Company, 
her name, occupy Lobengula’s land.” 
Naturally, all this was done bring civilization 
the savages but vast natural resources, including one 
the world’s richest gold mines, may have influenced 
the desire the white man penetrate darkest 
Africa. Cecil Rhodes, who had come Africa for 
his health, had acquired the Kimberley diamond mines 
and, wishing expand, sent representatives into the 
interior deal with Lobengula for concessions. Prog- 
ress was made, but was Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, 
the leading physician Kimberley, who went Loben- 
gula, Rhodes’ request, and securely planted the 
British control Matabeleland. 


Forsaking his medicine, became Rhodes’ right hand 
and, although civilian, led several armed expeditions 
against the Portuguese and the natives. was truly 
Jameson who opened Africa; for, after seizing Bula- 
wayo, the capital the Matabele, looked for access 
the sea. Through unknown paths, struggled and 
wound the East Coast his singlet and was 
picked ship sent from Capetown look for 
him. continued his attempts seize the land 
had crossed, which belonged the Portuguese, 
order have seaport for Rhodesia, but was thwarted 
politics and diplomats that his dream was never 
realized. 


The author tells that there are two reasons for the 
ceaseless dispute Africa: one is, not the color the 
natives, but their behavior; and the second the Dutch, 
who came the Cape three hundred years ago and 
resent the intrusion and grasping the English, thus 
the Boer War. 


The story, written with thorough knowledge the 
facts, tongue-in-cheek manner, welcome reading 
only for student Africa, the making the 


British Empire. 
John Cullen, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Bach, Marcus The Will Believe 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 19,1956. 184p. $3.95. 


Marcus Bach, the author, professor the interfaith 
School Religion the University Iowa. has 
written here book which, feels, will bring new 
meaning and purpose those who follow its one key 
directive, namely will believe the world within 
you, the world around you, and and the world beyond. 
dare say this book will give little lift many people. 
Others will leave uneasy with sense emptiness 
that the usual by-product belief that puts the 
preponderance emphasis the effect belief 
the believer rather than what one believe. 
Whether Christ really God and whether seriously 
established any divinely-intended way worshipping 
Him radical problem the faith many people. 
These people will not helped much being told 
simply that they must will believe. 


This book says many nice things about the dignity and 
uniqueness each human person, about prayer and 
the next life; reminds that God not con- 


Best May 


ceived merely object abstract proof. But it! Germai 
leaves the full man divided. While faith 

involves the will believe, man’s mind not Hawthor 
him also find God? This, course, the 
nial problem the dichotomy mind and heart 
man. Bach’s book does nothing toward 
Consequently there seems little positive 
more said about God and man both 


and Catholics. this quc 
Edward Sponga, S.J., Ph.D., Notice 

Chairman, Department Philosophy, ested 

University Scranton the 

man’s 

Gorman, Mike Every Other tion. 
World. Apr. 318p. $4.00. occurs 


This most unusual book about mental illness grandpar 
one which will interest both the lay and ber eight 
fessional reader. The author, newspaperman 
director the National Mental Health 
tells compelling and vivid manner the status that 
the mentally ill the Mr. Gorman’s world 
times angry, often sarcastic, but always clude 
and searching, uncovering the problems today 
mental illness. The book documented the has lived 
with extracts legislative deliberations, need com 
research and studies the many facets mental The 
ness. The section the new drugs used treatment! the 
the mentally ill particularly good; so, too, nosis, fait 
chapter shortages psychiatric personnel. for 


While there much recommend this work, 


hurls fiery invective the medical profession, 

psychiatrists and analysts. Most his criticism 
that mental illnesses have psychogenic base. 


concerned, the answer all mental illness lies 
biological factors; holds for biological The autho 
also feels that organic research and greater use wants 
chemotherapy will the trick curing these ill| enjoy heal 
nesses. 
lysts, Mr. Gorman also very wroth with the administra 
Association for Mental Health. his attacks 
quite personal and the book loses some its would take 


ness through the intrusion personal animosities. 


Not everyone who reads this book will agree with the 
author his evaluation psychiatry and analysis; nor 
will all agree with his organic orientation. However, 
differences opinion these areas aside, all reader 
will learn much from Every Other Bed. The Alexander 
spelling-out efforts pass legislation state and 
national level are fascinating reading. The Witkower 
research efforts make the book especially The title 
and the case that presented for research dull, repeti 
illnesses excellent. that 


John Baldi, the first fev 
Chairman, Department While Mr. 
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Germain, Walter 
The Magic Power Your Mind 
Hawthorn Books. Apr. 285p. $3.95. 


“Too long have the mysteries life been hidden be- 
hind the veil mysticism! The human organism de- 
rives power benefits from the soul. The soul 
can nothing for your mind (i.e., brain) and body. 
Its purpose carry over after the death the physi- 
cal organism.” The farrago nonsense contained 
this quotation (p. 214) sets the tone for this book. 
Notice the second sentence. The author not inter- 
ested truth but power, which consists letting 
the supraconscious (which everybody else calls the sub- 
conscious) take over your life. Now this supraconscious 
vast storehouse memory, the sum total all 
man’s knowledge, wisdom and power since the crea- 
tion. The proof that you possess this vast storehouse 
occurs page 112: man’s parents are two; his 
grandparents number four; his great grandparents num- 
ber eight. this same method, evident that 
counting back less than six hundred years one man’s 
ancestors total 538,870,912—an impossible situation, 
that much more than the entire population the 
world was that time. We, therefore, cannot con- 
clude otherwise than realize that each one 


today has his makings something everyone who 
has lived the past.” Does this type argumentation 


need comment? 


The supraconscious constantly amenable control 
the power suggestion. Such techniques hyp- 
nosis, faith and visualization are represented means 


for getting the supraconscious take over your life 


and make you healthy, wealthy and happy. Prayer 
also helps. “The primary purpose prayer fill 
your minds with such constructive images that you 
will change your attitude from discordant one, (where 
fear, anger and greed predominate) harmonious 
one (love).” (cf. 172). Strangely enough the au- 
thor means irreverence and his whole system 
recommends the Divine Plan. 


The author has read and quoted widely but not wisely. 
wants help people think positive thoughts and 
enjoy health, life and prosperity but the book fairly 
screams pseudo-scientific claptrap. Authors are quoted 
who would more approve his “Magic Power” 
Mr. Truman would approve Republican 
administration. cannot recommend this book for any 
class reader, though mature person very likely 
would take harm from it. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Alexander, Dan Dale 

Arthritis and Common Sense 
Witkower Press. Apr. 255p. $3.95. 
The title this book excellent but the contents are 
dull, repetitious, unscientific, and misleading. doubt 
that anyone with common sense can continue beyond 
the first few chapters. 
While Mr. Alexander the modern medicine man 
Promoting oils the cure-all for all types arthritis, 
lacks the humor the old timer with his pitch for 


Germain Alexander Horne 


panther oil, snake oil, and host other wonderful 
panaceas. Fortunately, his therapy will not harm any- 
one for his diets are satisfactory and cod liver oil 
good source Vitamins and 


Despite our limited knowledge the cause and cure 
the more important types arthritis, common sense 
application what know would save the arth- 
ritic victim good deal expense and suffering. This 
knowledge will not found Arthritis and Common 


Sense. 
Louis Murphy, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Horne, Alistair Return Power 


Praeger. Apr. 415p. $6.00. 

This report the new Germany correspond- 
ent for the London Daily Telegraph who was stationed 
Bonn 1952-1955. are presented with the 
double contrast the different post-war Germany 
struggling with relics its own past unfortunate 
Europe apparently incapable realistically adjusting 
new era. 


The post-war Germany has become one the strongest 
Allied powers against Communist domination and for 
European unity and integration. Under the skillful 
leadership Konrad Adenauer, Germany, the recent 
threat Western civilization, has become one our 
centers hope. 


Although the grand schemes European unity have 
been largely French origin, was Germany that 
constructed its entire post-war policy and aspirations 
the European Defense Community, NATO, the 
Schuman Plan and the other attempts demolishing 
the nationalistic barriers European military, economic 
and political strength and security. 


Adenauer and his coalition government have had strong 
domestic opposition from various neutralist, 
nationalistic and mere opportunist elements. The sick 
and almost senile activities the French government 
coupled with the internal counter-pressure for German 
unity have given Adenauer his main difficulties. The 
chief problem for Germany the division between East 
and West Germany. The Russian-Communist strangle- 
hold East Germany works far more than merely 
economic and vaguely sentimental hardships West 
Germany. The severe emotional strain similar 
that experienced the immediate family kidnap- 
ping victim. Close relatives are held hostages and 
re-union temptingly offered; but great price. 
With admirable courage, the interests the greater 
community, West Germany has refused yield any 
the essentials justice. 


This book depicts the government’s encouragement 
private investment, the plowing back profits through 
liberal tax policies, and the willingness the German 
people work hard for comparatively small personal 
return that have re-established vigorous, sound pros- 
perous economy. The personal observations and com- 
ments the author give many insights into the Ger- 
man character, culture and future. 


The main asset Return Power that makes the 
new Germany far more intelligible Americans than 


nuch 
pen 


Keogh Huie Martinson 


any foreign country customarily is. Always readable 
and interesting, the book’s subject matter and style 
are eminently suitable for adults, but rough going for 
immature readers. Return Power will 
manent asset any institutional library. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham 
Bronx 58, wYork 


Keogh, James This Nixon 


Putnam. Apr. 13, 1956. 191p. $2.75. 

The controversial vice-president given the glamor 
treatment one Mr. Luce’s number one boys, James 
Keogh, associate editor Time. The dust jacket 
says the breezy and talented Mr. Keogh wrote the book 
“to unravel the true from the false with view toward 
presenting unbiased account the man and what 
stands for.” that event, must recorded 
one literature’s most stunning failures. The book 
about unbiased Time itself the presentation 
facts, and its appeal will mainly those who find 
their view the world reflected the pages Mr. 
Luce’s glossy monuments dynamic conservatism. 


Political truth, especially election year, may 
extremely elusive, but one gags when portrait bright- 
ened and polished for the voting public brought forth 
with many pious claims “objectivity.” For this 
the official Nixon seen those who admire and 
honor him, and who, the author points out with 
restrained glee his closing paragraph, are heartened 
the prospect his eligibility (because his youth) 
for the next six presidential elections. Campaign liter- 
ature, about any candidate, generally little more than 
advertising: the slick hypocrisy here that repels. 


Mr. Keogh gives quick resumé Mr. Nixon’s 
lineage and career,then his political philosophy and 
achievements vice-president. comes from the 
expected sturdy, hard-working, religious, middle-class 
stock; had youth that “wasn’t easy”; was brilliant 
student, (but sissy—he was inspirational bench- 
warmer the football team); had special devotion 
his grandmother; volunteered for sea duty during the 
war; married beautiful girl and has two lovely chil- 
dren; was deadly serious and able lawyer and member 
the Junior Chamber Commerce. There 
skeleton, heaven, Mr. Nixon’s closet. 


the second part the book, the author has let 
carefully edited record most the talking, through 
Mr. Nixon’s early appeals for “enlightened” Repub- 
licanism, his campaigns for Congress and the Senate, 
his admirable role the Hiss case, his 1952 television 
crisis over the so-called “slush fund,” his world friend- 
ship tours, and his job hatchet-man, especially 
1954, for president who has somehow placed himself 
above politics. 


All this manages give somewhat accurate summary 
Mr. Nixon’s views (very conservative domestic 
policy, staunch internationally), despite 
artfully sympathetic asides Mr. Keogh. What 
lacking insight that might enlighten, for anxious 
public, the mind and character man who intelli- 
gent, yet intellectual; informed, yet frequently super- 


ficial; gentle and kind, yet often ruthless; and sage 
desperate 10-year crusader for political morality became 
has, every campaign his life, with amiable The 
endo, blackened the character his opponent. often 
questions about Mr. Nixon deserve answered, “Old 
because President Eisenhower’s decision has made them 
one the most important men the world. iar religi 

James Arnold, principal 
Sacramento, California Their 


deserves 

Huie, William Bradford Ruby 
Dutton. Apr. 23, 1956. 249p. $3.95. During 


Mr. Huie, former newspaper reporter and with gen 


writer, specialized the writing controversial 
mentaries. Ruby McCollum, sub-titled “Woman him. 
the Suwannee Jail,” such book. Mr. Huie stitious 


his introduction that has asked his publishers dinavia. 
attempt sell this book Florida, (where the witness 
documented action occurred). His reason? 

Florida because his efforts and his methods 
ing the material. the 


Mr. Huie was intrigued judge’s ruling that ficent anc 
attempt reporter’s part interview then that 
murderess would considered “outside” Literary 
ism. What, Mr.Huie wanted know, was merits, 
volved numbers racket and other unsavory belief 
The late Dr. Adams was reputed “pore 

doctor,” “mass doctor,” who almostnever collected 
bill. treated hundreds patients for nothing, 
cept for implied promise political support. 

yet Ruby McCollum, the wife wealthy Negro 

bers writer, (and incidentally the mother two bbi 
Dr. Adams’ children), was given the motive 
ing Adams because presented her with bill 


professional services. Mr. Huie has grim fun with 
community’s assumptions and makes out quite 
case against the official case against vain fro 
named Ruby.” 

Washington, 


reticent, 


The Publicity 
Reynal. Apr. 276p. $3.50. thi 


What motives prompt men become tramps? 


they choose life that exposes them the 


clemencies the weather, forces them sleep 
barns like cattle, subjects them insults when Miss Robb 
food, and often leads their arrest vagrants? When she 
because unhappy childhood, broken for 
simply protest against materialistic Plays, inclu 


This book provides answers most these 
The central figure native Sweden named faith 
early manhood learned how make cigars much 
hand but the advent the machine-age deprived effectivel 


this means livelihood. Besides, the woman Mem 


Martinson, Harry 


loved left him. Finally, and fellow-worker 
pool their life-savings and decide the toss arles 


coin which one should use this money pay his 
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sage America. Bolle lost and shortly afterwards 
became “knight the road.” 


The tramps joins usually have some distinctive and 
often unflattering nicknames, such “The Glacier,” 

“Old Road-Dust,” and “Assiduous Pig.” Some 
them are peripatetic philosophers, others have pecul- 

jar religious system their own, while number are 
principally concerned with the thought good food. 
Their biographies are full human interest. The one 


During his travels Bolle meets people who treat him 
with gentleness and courtesy and others who take 
almost sadistic delight humiliating and degrading 
him. learns about the quaint customs and super- 
stitious beliefs among the isolated communities Scan- 
dinavia. One his most exciting experiences 
witness the climax very ingenious murder. 


Book- Most what Harry Martinson records these pages 
autobiographical for himself spent many years 
urt trudging along the highways various countries the 
world. born story-teller and his description 

the scenery Norway and Sweden often magni- 
ficent and reveals his poetic genius. not surprising 
then that this book has won him seat the Swedish 
Literary Academy. But, spite its undoubted 
entire merits, can recommend only for discriminating 
adults because the conversations contain too many 
sexual allusions and the last chapter repudiates the 
belief personal immortality. 


Stephen McKenna, 


nia 
man called “The Beard” easily the best and 
deserves place among the classics romantic litera- 


cted Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 

Robbins, Phyllis 


Maude Adams: Intimate Portrait 
ill Putnam. 308p. $5.00. 


from the incredible number memoirs being 
from publisher bookstall these days, Memory 
addition this stream biographical material 
Maude Adams: Intimate Portrait Phyllis Rob- 
Since Miss Adams was tremendously popular 
the turn the century and, the same time, 
reticent, mysterious woman who shunned crowds and 
and around whom innumerable legends were 
this book should interesting and instruc- 
one. That falls somewhat short one’s expec- 
due, in, large part, the author’s lack 
Miss Robbins was shy, fifteen-year-old school girl 
she first met the charming twenty-eight-year-old 
for whom Sir James Barrie wrote many his 
plays, including the memorable Peter Pan. From that 
1900 until the death Miss Adams 1953, 
faithfully worshipped and served her idol. That 
much star-dust makes one dangerously near-sighted 
down Memory Lane with “dear could 
wrong! For example: because Miss Adams and 
Frohman were very close friends the highly 
his Frohman Theatre Syndicate lauded for 


ty, 


Robbins Dombrowski 


several paragraphs and read that “under Mr. Froh- 
man’s leadership the theatre, from being fly-by-night 
hazard, became great industry, respected and counted 
upon.” 


Although the book contains wealth documentation 
the form letters, excerpts from the Adams auto- 
biography, pictures, theatre programs (and forth), 
the material ineffectively organized and bit too 
coyly presented. From the welter detail one- 
dimensional picture the actress emerges, instead 
rich and colorful portrait. 


Miss Adams once wrote: “No man knows another, and 
every man ever another himself. And what 
mercy! really knew ourselves, how could 
endure it?” Well, Maudie’s secret still safe; for, 
although Miss Robbins obviously performed labor 
love, she did not produce incisive and penetrating 
work. Perhaps time more objective and experi- 
enced writer will give “definitive biography” 
Maude Adams. Until then Miss Robbins’ memoir will 
suffice. However, your book budget limited, better 
borrow this one from the public library. 


Sr. Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Dombrowski, Roman Mussolini: Twilight and Fall 
Roy. Apr. 16,1956. 248p. $3.75. 


October 1922 marked the fourth year anarchy 
Italy. Epidemic strikes, violent clashes, dynamiting, 
bombing, pillaging shops, seizure and occupation 
factories and land; sort civil war, with barricades 
raised and guerilla tactics. this hour despair the 
political stage was mounted short man, lean with 
the struggle life, with big balding head, large 
popped out eyes, determined jaw, huge domineering 
mouth, man whose heart burned unquenchable 
lust for life, beautiful women and—power. Benito 
Mussolini traveled wild road before became 
Duce and Capo del Governo, nationalist and im- 
perialist. his youth was the pupil Russian 
Anarchists and International Socialists, with 
violently rebellious spirit; 
figure, anti-everything that represented the established 
order. But now, years old, was the idol and 
paragon all who opposed Bolshevism. The best and 
yet the least known man the world. During the 
following fifteen years and his Blackshirts radically 
changed the face Italy, lifting the country from post- 
war ruins one the greatest powers. Then the 
inevitable decline began. 


Polish journalist Roman Dombrowski knew Mussolini 
and witnessed his success. After the Second World 
War the author returned Italy and his volume 
-vividly describes the last years the Dictator. 
Mussolini had three powerful enemies with whom 
could not cope: the Communists, the Freemasons and 
—the King Italy. War, which Duce glorified, 
became his undoing the Italians nature hate any 
prolonged war, more especially war the side 
the Germans, whom they detested. wonder 
Duce found himself without friends Italy, outvoted 
his closest associates the Grand Council, arrested 


the King. Rescued from Gran Sasso prison Cap- 
tain Skorzeny, Mussolini regarded himself nothing more 
than Hitler’s Gauleiter Northern Italy. 


Dombrowski his interesting inquiry—which partly 
reads like thrilling detective story—attempts clarify 
the circumstances Duce’s execution partisans 
April 28, 1945. also presents mysteries, which 
the future historian may try solve. 

Important documents and Mussolini’s treasure gold 
and foreign currencies estimated two million liras 
vanished without trace. Three persons who had some- 
thing with the treasure—perished disappeared. 
Others, like Swiss millionaire Luigi Hoffman, patron 
the Communist partisans, would not talk. But the 
Italian public opinion believes that Mussolini’s treasure 
passed into the hands the Italian Communist Party. 
member this Party the chief executioner 
Mussolini, “Colonel” Walter Audisio, alias Valerio 
Magnoli, who some time ago boastfully spoke 
Communist meeting Rome describing his act 
revolutionary justice and declaring that the same fate 
awaited the Italian bourgeoisie and all the bourgeoisie 
the world. 

conclusion Dombrowski points out that the shooting 
Clara Petacci, Mussolini’s last grand passion and the 
Pompadour his régime—was common murder. 


Antonin Kalina, Ph.D., 
Lakewood, Ohio 


Garrison, Maxine The Angel Spreads Her Wings 
Revell. Apr. 2,1956. 159p. $2.00. 

This inspirational account the influence for 
good that Dale Evans Rogers, (Mrs. Roy Rogers), has 
done through her book Angel Unaware, which she 
describes how faith overcame the despondency induced 
the tragic death her only daughter, just prior 
her—the child’s—second birthday. 
page book published March 1953 has sold over 
half-a-million copies and has been comfort and 
help hundreds likewise bereaved. Miss Garrison’s 
account tender and understanding. 


Tobin, James 
The Second Book Verse 
America Press. Apr. 30, 1956. 189p. $3.00. 


selection poems which have appeared the pages 
the weekly review, America, during the twenty-five 
years, 1930 1955, this rewarding anthology which 
will, perhaps, surprise many the excellence and 
variety its content. Not many the poets here 
represented are nationally known; but there are few 
who not show real inspiration and gift for song. 
The collection will prove its worth every reader. 


Hilton, James 
H.R.H.: The Story the Duke Edinburgh 
Little, Brown. Apr. 23,1956. 73p. $2.50. 


This is, unfortunately, rather poor Hilton and not very 
revealing its story the poor-little-prince become 
prince-consort Queen Elizabeth II. Philip, son 
Prince Andrew Greece, was more less adopted 


Garrison Tobin Hilton Von Matt Aradi 


‘ 


Best 


May 


Lord Louis Montbatten. was “new kind clave. 


student prince, Greek accident birth, Danish 
blood, Parisian during early childhood, Anglicized 
later upbringing,” and much influenced Kurt Hahn, 
refugee German schoolmaster the Scottish school 
Gordonstoun. The late Mr. Hilton’s rather naive 
and adulatory “biography” adds nothing what one 
could readily find news files. seems expensive 
bit public-relations writing. 


Von Matt, Leonard and Vian, Nello 
St. Pius Pictorial Biography 
Regnery. Nov. 8,1955. 90p. $6.00. 


This book delightful combination pictures 
text felicitously wedded together. The pictures, 
markable for their variety and artistry, were taken 
the Swiss photographer, Leonard von Matt. 
could find them, assembled and reproduced all 
the extant photographs Pius and his family. 
surprising how many excellent pictures the saint 
Divine Providence has preserved. Then with his cam- 
era von Matt retraced the life St. Pius from 
birth Riese, through his schooling 
and Padua, his priestly ministry Tombolo, Salzang 
and Treviso, his episcopal rule Mantua and Venice, 
finally his papal career Rome. 


Accompanying these pictures are short, inspiring bio 
graphical essays Nello Vian, whose father was 
personal friend St. Pius These essays reveal 
mate details the Pope’s charming personality and his 
appealing holiness. sanctity was not the 
type which tends frighten the ordinary Christian; 
his was the detachment from the world and earthly 
ambitions that distinguishes the man God. 
picture Pius X’s simple pectoral cross and his epis 
copal ring tells more about him than many descriptive 
paragraphs enthusiastic biographer. 


Everyone who met St. Pius loved him. You 
meet him this book and you will love him. this 
reason you will treasure this book and not find 
expensive. 


Aradi, Zsolt 
The Popes: the History How They 
Are Chosen, Elected and Crowned 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Dec. 12,1955. 192p. $4.00. 


The papacy has existed for nearly two thousand 
Over the expanse centuries certain customs 
ceremonies have achieved the sanction law. 
when Pope dies, nothing left chance. 
procedures are prescribed for his burial and for the 
election his successor. recent years Pius XII 
been seriously ill twice; and Zsolt Aradi, Hungarian 
journalist, evidently thought wise prepare bool 
that would explain what happens when Pope dies 
how his successor chosen. 


The first chapter describes Vatican City, the 
and duties Pope. gives unusual historical 
about different personalities who have ruled 
Peter’s throne. This followed chapter 
Vacante, what takes place when Pope dies, how 
buried, what preparations are undertaken for the 
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clave. The description the conclave the heart 
the book and will interest everyone, whether 
Catholic not. The last chapter concerned with 
the papal coronation—one the most elaborate cere- 
monies the Catholic Church. 


the end the book one will find series appen- 
dices supplying list all the Popes together with the 
dates their pontificates, biographical sketch each 
living cardinal, the various officials the pontifical 
family. 

The information published this book will familiar 
scholars; can unearthed from canonical and 
historical treatises many languages. But here 
assembled popular form for the use, chiefly, jour- 
nalists. broad outline this book accurate; but 
spotted with innumerable small factual errors. Best 
Sellers surely not the journal which expose 
these errors; but inaccurate state that “the second 
ballot brought the requisite majority Cardinal Sarto 
(p. 25)”; that “bishops must report person every 
five years for dioceses situated Europe, every ten 
for others (p. 33)”; that before Pius XII was 
“unwritten rule that Secretary State the Vati- 
can should elected Pope (p. 87)”; that Cardinal 
Leger the “successor Archbishop Cardinal Ville- 
neuve Montreal (p. 165).” These are just few 
many inaccuracies that demonstrate either extreme 
haste carelessness the preparation this book. 


Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
Sacred Heart Church, 
Chicago, 


Woods, Ralph 

The Catholic Companion the Bible 
Lippincott. Apr. 18,1956. 320p. $3.95. 
This “an anthology Catholic writing the Bible 
from St. Jerome Jacques Maritain” (according the 
blurb the publisher). The compiler, Ralph 
Woods, who acknowledges that started “with scant 
knowledge Scripture” and finished “with certainly 
more understanding, appreciation and reverence the 
Book Books” (Preface), has gathered this volume 
145 quotations concerning the Sacred Scripture; 
has exercised great catholicity taste, ranging from St. 
Justin Martyr through the Fathers, down through the 
Doctors, into the best names among modern scholars 
Scripture. 


The first part the anthology treats general questions 
which pertain the Bible whole: its religious, 
spiritual, theological values; its authority the inspired 
word God; the rules interpretation; the problems 
the translator; the vagaries the ancient and mod- 
ern versions. The second part contains statements 
concerning some major problems Old Testament 
criticism; apart from statement St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas and Bossuet, one notes significant lacuna 1500 
years from Augustine modern times. The third 
Part introduces the reader the textual, critical, his- 
torical problems the New Testament; aside from 
quotations the work modern scholars serve 
the sources. 

This reviewer was quite surprised find himself leaf- 
ing through the book, and marking out many good 


Pocket Prints and Reprints 


things for future reference. Priests will find useful 
addition their libraries. Teachers can quarry ma- 
terial from this source liven their lectures 
Scripture subjects. Educated laymen might find delight 
these contacts with fine minds discoursing the 


Word God. 
William Herlihy, 
University 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Stephen Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


This was one the paper-backs’ best months. 
begin alphabetically with Ballantine Books: Ray Brad- 
bury’s The October Country, (F-139, $0.50; 
collection chilling hair-raisers, nineteen all; per- 
fect for Science Fiction fans New Short Novels, 
(140, $0.35; III), has group different tales Nor- 
man Mailer, John Phillips, Dachine Rainer, and Wal- 
lace Stegner; some are pretty sordid Bernard Aver- 
buch and John Noble have tapped the files Jake 
Ehrlich, noted criminal lawyer, Never Plead Guilty, 
(141, $0.35; cf. 107, vol. 15, Sept. 1955); the 
real-life mouthpiece out-Masons the fictional Perry 
Devil’s Canyon, (142, $0.35; I), Halleran 
fine, hard western about railroading and which-girl- 
to-choose David Dempsey has done splendid job 
Flood, (143, $0.35; I); factual, personalized account 
the floods August 1955. The last chapter un- 
fortunately plea for big federal dams and spoils 
otherwise absorbing book, (illustrated). 

Bantam Books has varied menu, leading off with 
Myra Waldo’s Round the World Cookbook, (A-1427, 
$0.35; I), which has recipes from different coun- 
tries One the toughest westerns many date 
Luke Short’s High Vermillion, (1446, $0.25; IIa); 
story silvermining with the fist-fighting the year 
for added fillip Old reliable John Dickson Carr 
has The Third Bullet, (1477, $0.25; melange 
seven superior shorts dealing with murder and sus- 
pense From the mid-nineteenth-century rumbles the 
chariot Ben Hur, (A-1450, $0.35; Lew Wallace’s 
creaky “Tale the Christ”; for the memorable chariot 
race and the recollections Bushman and Ramon 
Novarro recalls, this nostalgic must Man 
Against Nature, edited Charles Neider, (A-1452, 
$0.35; I), ranges from Boccaccio through Custer 
Lindbergh; the selections are too short get one ex- 
cited John Marquand has two entries, Sincerely, 
Willis Wayde, (F-1453, $0.50; and Point 
Return, (F-1454, $$0.50; IIa), both literate, mordant 
commentaries current American mores Law- 
rence Schoonover The Burnished Blade, (F-1456, 
$0.50; takes back XVth century France, 
Trebizond and Byzantium; the season’s pleasantest 
escape time for the movie version, there 
re-issue Budd Schulberg’s The Harder They Fall, 
(A-1463, $0.35; IIb); 1947 dated tale the sordid 
doings around Carnera-like boxer and his hideous 
entourage. 

Dell offers the Worlds Modern Science, 
edited Leonard Engel, (B-102, $0.35; III), with many 
strange ideas the origins life, evolution, psy- 
chiatry and the future The Last Chance, (104, 
$0.25; IIa), Frank O’Rourke confusing western; 
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don’t know who the protagonist for half the book 

Helen Nielsen has eerie murder yarn The 
Woman the Roof, (900, $0.25; which the 
murder and much the evidence seen through the 
eyes highly nervous old maid suspected in- 
sanity; it’s garish but good Arvid Shulenberger’s 
Roads from the Fort, (D-169, $0.35; IIb), has little 
recommend it; concerns some hutning, many Indians, 
renegades and much fornication Cats Prowl 
Night, (899, $0.25; another Gardner’s 
alias, Fair, which Bertha Cool solves case 
without Donald Lam; only fair. 


Perma Books presents fine set twelve western tales 
Bar-4 Round-Up edited Scott Meredith, (M-3035, 
$0.25; I); some them are old now, but all are good 

Cop Hater McBain, (M-3037, $0.25; IIa), 
tough, Dragnet-like police yarn, good Mardios 
Beach Oakley Hall, (M-4042, $0.35; IV), thor- 
oughly unpleasant, amoral, profane Howard Bres- 
lin’s The Silver Oar, (M-4043, $0.35; IIb), daring- 
drowser pirates and such, marred unneces- 
sary sex-stuff. 


Pocket Books published huge contribution this month. 
Don’t Hang Too High O’Sullivan, (1109, 
$0.25; finds Steve Silk charging about upper- 
crust murder; J.B. has done better before Governor’s 
Choice Martin Mayer, (1110, $0.25; IV), nothing 
but mess adultery, illegitimacy, blasphemy 
Perry Mason does again according the same old 
pattern The Case the Fiery Fingers the prolific 
Earle Stanley Gardner, (1089, $0.25; IIa) William 
McGivern’s Waterfront Cop, (1105, $0.25; IIa), 
tough, well-plotted and highly emotional Show- 
down Allan Elston, (1103, $0.25; I), good west- 
ern; many die and will look fine technicolor 
The Brass Command Clay Fisher, (1108, $0.25; 
excellent army-of-the-west story which retells 
another episode the tragic Indian Wars, this time 
Les Savage, (1104, $0.25; IIa), good narrative 
Jefferson Davis’s camel experiment the western 
deserts 1857; don’t deceived the cover... 
Benton’s Row typically Frank Yerby, (C-208, $0.35; 
Graziano’s tough and moving autobiography, Somebody 
There Likes Me, (C-210, $0.35; IIb), brash, real, 
earthy, the account “dead-end” kid and well 
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worth anyone’s time first-hand refutation the 
James Farrel Van Wyck Mason’s Blue 
Hurricane, $0. 35; IIb), considers the naval 
warfare the Mississippi 1861 and proves Mason 
Schiffer edits The 1956 Pocket Baseball 
(C-212, $0.35; and fan need without one 
Norah Lofts’ Bless This House, (C-214, $0.35; 
reprints the story house from 1577 1953 
only the ladies are likely love Irving Stone’s 
Lust for Life, first printed 1934, timed 
with the Kirk Douglas movie painter Vincent 
Gogh’s frantic life Another Stone novel, Love 
Eternal, (GC-32, $0.50; I), also reprinted; 
story Abe Lincoln and Mary Todd. you like this| 
invented-conversation technique, this your dish; 
can’t beat the background Stanley 
Aboard the Flying Swan, (C-191, $0.35; purports 
tell life the Merchant Marine; aboard ship, 
rather absorbing; ashore too graphically sordid. 


have two Mentor’s presentations for the month: 

The Age Enlightenment, edited Isaiah Berlin, 

(MD-172, $0.50; contains some the basic 

ings Locke, Hume, Berkeley, Voltaire, Reed, 

New World Writing: usual spotty 

rarely good, but interesting, (MD-170, 


There are two more gems from Harvest Books, The 
Well-Wrought Urn, Cleanth Brooks, (HB-11, 
most provocative commentary ten poems 
rare example for the teacher English 
Richards’ Practical Criticism, (HB-16, $1.45; 
most welcome reprint work one the 
English critics. Both are exceptionally suited for 
lege text use. 

Houghton-Mifflin have entered the paper-bound reprint 
field with their new Riverside Editions, similar the 
Rinehart Editions format and price. have seen 
the following and find them good, particularly for 
college courses where reading complete works 
preferred the anthology: Pride and Prejudice, 
Jane Austen, (B-1 $0.65; I); Middlemarch, Georg 
Eliot, (B-6, $1.20; The Portrait Lady, Henn 
James, (A-7, $0.80; IIa); Selected Writings 
Poe, (A-11, $0.95; and Newman’s Apologia 
Vita Sua, (B-10, $1.05; I). All are beautifully printed 
and edited. 
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